
DNR Annual Burning Permits are Suspended 

In order to protect the health and safety of our employees, 
partners and the public, we are taking proactive measures by 
suspending all DNR burning permits until further notice. All 
burning of debris in barrels, piles on the ground and grass or 
wooded areas with annual burning permits in DNR protection 
areas is prohibited.  DNR burn permits are not required if the 
ground is completely snow-covered. Campfires for warming and 
cooking are okay, though strongly discouraged. 

Spring in Wisconsin has the highest fire risk and debris burning is 
the #1 cause. Eliminating ignition sources on the landscape 

reduces wildfire risk, smoke for vulnerable populations and person-to-person contact. Being 
on the front line, emergency responders and firefighters have an increased need to take 
pandemic precautions, so they remain available to continue to protect the public from 
wildfires and reduce the spread of COVID-19. Thank you for your patience and 
understanding. 

 

What does it mean for YOU when we say DNR burning 
permits are suspended? 

By state statute, DNR fire restrictions only cover parts of the state. In others, local fire 
departments are responsible. When the DNR suspends burning permits, they are only 
suspended for the areas we cover. 

If you plan to burn in a location outside of the DNR’s fire protection area, it is your 
responsibility to check with you local fire department to see if there are any restrictions. 
Many communities outside of DNR protection areas are also prohibiting the burning of 
debris at this time. 
For the current fire danger and fire 
restrictions: https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ForestFire/restrictions.html 
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